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RCEME Foundation Update  

Fall 2025 (#2) 

 

***Please see our Donor Match Program note at the end of this Newsletter***
 

 

 

 

The Red Poppy – Royal Canadian Legion (2025) 

(Source: Royal Canadian Legion Website) 

 

 

Remembrance Day/Veteran’s Week 2025 

 

The universal symbol for Remembrance Day, in Canada and across the former WW1 Allied and British 

Commonwealth nations, is the red poppy. Use of the poppy symbol originated in France, and was 

adopted in Canada by the Great War Veteran’s Association in 1921 (Source: Royal Canadian Legion 

Website).  Once again, this week, millions of Canadians will congregate at local Memorials, in classrooms 

and in front of their televisions to commemorate Remembrance Day and recite John MacRae’s now 

ubiquitous poem, ‘In Flanders Fields.’   
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The RCEME Corps and RCEME Community will also gather this week to remember the RCEME Veterans, 

and their colleagues from other countries, Services and Regiments, who gave their lives for their country 

and their friends. These Canadian RCEME heroes are commemorated in the RCEME Digital Book of 

Remembrance: 

 

 

 

https://bor.rcememuseum.ca/en-ca/ 

 

Sergeant Raymond Melville Matson of Calgary, Alberta, who died on August 8th, 1944, near Falaise, is 

one of the 18 RCEME casualties from Normandy who are commemorated in the Book of Remembrance:  

 

  

Burial Site of Sergeant Raymond Melville Matson  

(Source: The RCEME Museum Book of Remembrance Website) 
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Our Newest RCEME Story Portal - RCEME in Normandy  

 

 

 

The RCEME Badge – 1944  

(Source: RCEME Museum Book of Remembrance Website) 

 

 

The RCEME Foundation, in support of the RCEME Heritage Program, along with our technology partners 

at Blue Rhino Design™, are pleased to announce the release of the RCEME In Normandy Story Portal on 

the RCEME Museum Website:

 

https://rcememuseum.ca/en-ca/Our-Stories/Normandy  
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The RCEME in Normandy portal details the stories three RCEME leaders who, along with their teams of 

technicians and engineers, made a significant contribution to the Allied victory in Normandy, and 

ultimately in North-West Europe. See below a short excerpt from the RCEME in Normandy Story 

(Source: The RCEME Museum Website): 

 

The Battle of Normandy was the first stage of the Allied liberation of Northwest 

Europe. It began with the D-Day landings on 6 June 1944 and continued through a summer of 

heavy fighting until late August, when the German Army was forced to retreat from France. 

Canadians played a central role: securing Juno Beach on D-Day, battling through the city of 

Caen, and helping close the Falaise Pocket that trapped tens of thousands of enemy soldiers. 

Created just weeks earlier in May of 1944, Normandy was the RCEME Corps’ first test. 

RCEME tradesmen worked close behind the front lines, often under fire, performing tasks that 

went far beyond routine maintenance. Recovery crews dragged disabled Sherman tanks from 

the mud. Mechanics patched engines and gearboxes by the roadside. Armourers and welders 

modified equipment to suit the hedgerow country. Workshops became conversion lines for 

entirely new types of vehicles. 

The Battle of Normandy proved that RCEME was indispensable… 

 

 

  There is also a short section called the “Cost of Victory,” which provides some background for 

Craftsman Norman Symington.  During the Normandy Campaign, the RCEME Corps suffered 18 fatalities. 

You can read about all of these RCEME technicians and officers - beginning with Craftsman Symington of 

Toronto (who died on 7 Jun 1944) through to Craftsman Roy Coombes of North Bay, Ontario (who died 

on 16 Aug 1944) – in the Book of Remembrance by searching for “WW2/1944/France.“  

 

https://bor.rcememuseum.ca/en-ca/ 

 

Along with the details found in the RCEME in Normandy Story, our sister portals for the RCEME Book of 

Remembrance and RCEME Honours and Awards (also on the RCEME Museum Website) provide more 

background on these RCEME heroes - please have a look at this collection of great RCEME personalities.       

 

 

https://bor.rcememuseum.ca/en-ca/
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Donations to the RCEME Foundation   

 

As we commemorate Remembrance Day and Veterans Week of 2025, we are hoping many of you will 

consider supporting the RCEME History and Heritage Program. So, how will the RCEME Foundation fit 

into your plans? For many of you, a donation to the RCEME Foundation will have personal meaning – 

enabling family and friends to share your RCEME story now and into the future.  Your donation will help 

us to continue with future Digital RCEME Heritage projects like an online RCEME Artifacts Inventory, and 

new stories like RCEME in Afghanistan.  And, thanks to the generosity and commitment of the RCEME 

Foundation Board and RCEME Council, we will now be able to match your donations, up to a total of 

$5000, between now and Dec 31st, 2025!         

 

Whether you have previously supported the RCEME Heritage Program by donating to the RCEME 

Foundation, or you wish to make your first donation in support of our upcoming Heritage projects, 

please visit our website below. Note that the RCEME Foundation is completely volunteer-operated and 

100% of your donation goes directly to RCEME Heritage Programs. If you would like to explore a more 

personal arrangement like recurring monthly donations or a formal bequest, please contact us via our 

website or the mailing address at the end of this note.  

 

Donate to the RCEME Foundation today and help commemorate 80+ years of RCEME excellence. 

 

 

 

 

https://rcemefoundation.org/donations/  

 

https://rcemefoundation.org/donations/ 

 

 

 

 MAKE YOUR TAX-DEDUCTIBLE  

DONATION HERE 

https://rcemefoundation.org/donations/
https://rcemefoundation.org/donations/
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Arte et Marte 

 

 

The RCEME Heritage & Museum Foundation 

 

Copyright © 2021 The Royal Canadian Electrical and Mechanical Engineers Heritage and 

Museum Foundation, All rights reserved. 

 

Our mailing address is: 

Mr. Ken Jones 

RCEME Foundation Secretary 

13 Wintergreen Drive 

Ottawa, ON 

Canada K2S 1E5 

 

Unsubscribe from receiving Foundation News here: RCEME Heritage and Museum Foundation » Contact Us 

(rcemefoundation.org)  

      

 

 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/u14745508.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.opHDG2crWT-2FZlJRzh4jUfSFGyB0lt4rLrPtgmmHRL0MhJX8U3cxCEevn0zITB3hzAhXTPbjE41eKU7YR6AT0Aw-3D-3De2Xi_J0t3AyzaM4tXOmzaGF1QHkiuxqT6nFygDn4ZkvVWz8VERdjIpTHeqzi2xzYbab-2F48EPTwwowOngw8tB2GwsKWNRHeloJIwwbvJjmMOj-2BmJhO8pdEEybm-2BiuMYPaPHv7jw-2BrMT1UFkMJVOOiyKa8zNjE6oVLJJxzT2SktfzcpFvOvOC0o-2FU-2F0MwgHaG8eHS7nL60zDIUU3K55YXbFNCF734zzAHfPVpctcKjBvaZ6THFJtfYoFuMxqmxr6qVLEJ-2BBPPNZfr56brcsqdcJhrGaWVGv9KRdCNEMezZPRCBJYp90zJi4IA9I2xzpwbHUbAoH9Xya5Xnk65sQNGD-2FNGbHXjpwBIGyWjBRo0-2BToEU4w44OHvaN5kHTmRoOVThu7CXLamA-2BTC2sSVQi-2FPIC0N5nq4aqzO1fM-2F49kfxGEl6w73mex8yJvAJSyXSKhpyuAIpMAxBmTYfDxgnE8Scuew3lW2m8g1S30fzLM9DW3jMwGsJure3ffOGHHVjqB7dN59OMsT6k3mf5JddOmSNDJrEUaw-3D-3D__;!!NmrTbz2Y!zctAyy946cqy5sJ1mXf07WA2jdK-FEVRzGmkFQQB7u-CuHsT_oM0quctDsh6gmGX-4aJXR-8RIPKay5Z9WVi2Tkxc2REjrsA1yYT$
https://rcemefoundation.org/contact-us/
https://rcemefoundation.org/contact-us/

