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Retirement message
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Major George Garrard will retire after 34+ YOS 08 Jul 19.  Born in 61, George moved around quite a bit prior to joining with both parents serving in the CAF.  Completing a BEng in 85 at McMaster University, he joined the CAF as a LEME DEO.

BOTC at CFOCS in Chilliwack BC was challenging, but a lot of fun.  He completed LEME training at CF School of Aerospace and Ordnance Engineering (CFSAOE) Jan-Dec 86, was promoted Capt and posted as AO Admin Coy, 2 Svc Bn.  After RV 87, including the 2 Svc Bn Petawawa to Wainwright road move, his first LEME job was OIC Fwd Repair Gp.  This learning opportunity was huge given FRGs independence especially on FTX.  

Offered the Cdn Airborne Regt as RMaintO Jul 88, George jumped at the opportunity, did basic para twice, completed it once and learned how to use crutches in between.  He loved his Regt time and completed his US para crse with 3rd Bn, 7th US Special Forces.  He deployed on RV 89 and in Spring 90 he met Kay Burns, but his friends’ deaths in the Alaska Ex BRIM FROST 88 CC-130 crash made the 
posting bittersweet.
In Jul 93 he joined the Base Automated Data Project’s Wksp Mgmt
System intended to repl BSAMMS (long before MASIS/DRMIS).  
Due to flaws in WMS, the proj closed Feb 95 and he moved to 
DGLEPM as the NDHQ EME CFTO writer.  Always a little 
different he applied for he UK Army ATO crse leading George and 
Kay to move the UK Dec 95.  Finishing 3rd overall & as top 
overseas student on UK ATO crse, he also did the UK Army para 
crse but uniquely jumping from C-130J aircraft (not the balloon) 
and included jumping the UK Low Level Parachute (LLP) at 
400 ft with the SAS.

In Apr 97 as Army Ammo Tech Svcs Offr, he qualified/certified all variants of LAV 25 mm ammo, 40 mm Low Velocity Gren, 105mm LRRAP How rd and 35 mm AA ammo (including the AHEAD rd) through the Ammo Safety and Suitability Bd.  Always a fly in the ointment, George identified serious design flaws and susceptibility to electromagnetic radiation in the M-DN31 76 mm HE Frag Gren.  Procured prior his ASSB review, the ammo was not delivered or brought into svc based on George’s analysis.  During this posting George and Kay welcomed their son Garrett in May 99.

Qualified as a Cdn, UK and IRE CIEDD team ldr with Cdn Police College post blast forensics quals, George was seconded to Op INVITATION in Northern Ireland, UK and the Republic of IRE fm 97 – 00.  George worked with Mr. de Chastelaine (retired CDS & Cdn Ambassador to the US) as Explosives & Small Arms SME/advisor disposing of paramilitary wpns, ammo, IEDs and components until promoted in Jul 00.

Posted to 2 Gen Sp Bn’s cadre as a Maj, he stood up 2 GS Fd Wksp fm a cadre 66 to 220, did its’ first FTX winter 02 & received a Comd 2 ASG Commendation.  More importantly, George and Kay welcomed their daughter Rebekah in Apr 01.

Jul 03 and back to Ottawa as DSSPM 5 Small Arms Sect Hd.  His tm upgraded the C7 rfl, C8 carbine, C6 GPMG, C9 LMG & brought into svc the MacMillan Tactical .50 cal Long Rge Sniper Rfl.  They also acquired the C14 Timberwolf Medium Rge Sniper Rfl with optics fm a concept on paper into the hands of snipers in Afghanistan in 18 mos.

In Jul 05 they all arr in Wainwright in CMTC’s cadre.  He stood up the CSS Observer/Controller Trainer (OCT) cell, worked as the CMTC G4, Sr CSS OCT, Sr CIEDD OCT and Lead CSS Planner.  He assisted trg 7 TFs for AFG and was himself trained as a CIEDD Instr.  In Oct 07, he was selected to depl to AFG.
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Assigned to the Operational Mentoring and Ln Tm (OMLT) Roto 5, theatre circumstances resulted in early depl Dec 07.  He completed Roto 4 and then 5 
for 11 mos in AFG.  Beyond OMLT S4 and Afghan National Army Bde G4 
Mentor he transferred 2500 C7A1 rfls with ammo to the ANA (recv a
Comd CEFCOM Commendation) and coord the ANA cbt tourniquet and 
cbt ration projs.  He was part of several foot patrols and RCP 
convoys up the Arghandab River relieving and resupplying 
remote FOBs and COPs like Talukan, Sangasar and Zangabad.

George rtn to Wainwright as Deputy BComd in Oct 08 but was
posted back to Petawawa Jul 09 as G4 2 CMBG.  He planned and exec 
the move of 2 CMBG with atts to train TF 2010 (Roto 11) 
consisting of 3500 tps fm 26 units, 250 sea containers and 
approx 400 vehs to / fm the US Army National Trg Centre, 
Fort Irwin California.
He received several commendations including one from the Comd Gen 916th (US) Log Sp Bde and CO SEAL Tm 8. This was immediately fol by depl for trg and then exec of Op CADENCE (2010 G8/G20 Summits) as G4 for TFs HUNTSVILLE and TORONTO.
Promoted A/WSE LCol in Feb 11 he moved to Dir Ammo & Explosives Regulation responsible for enforcement of the CAF Ammo & Explosives Safety Prog.  He wrote and presented a paper to NATO on DND’s safe and environmentally responsible disposal of excess and obsolete ammo.  In Sep 12 George and Kay opened their B&B, The Colonel’s Rest and in Nov he received the QDJM.

Relinquishing his A/WSE to substantive Maj, he was posted Mar 13 as DCmdt CFSEME.  Tasks included three handling Cmdts, renaming CFSEME as the RCEME School and moving most of RCEME School into S-165 Schoolhouse.  In Dec 14 George was admitted to the Order of Military Merit by then Governor General David Johnson.

APS 17 saw a posting to CFLTC as their first and only RCEME member.  As OC Explosive Division (X Div), he now molds young Ammo Techs and ATO and when

boredom threatens, blows stuff up to lighten his day.
George will be med rel due to a hip repl and various other NS components for which repl parts are no longer available due to a TX’d warranty “I met many people in my career and all made me grow in some way but none more so than my wife, Kay.  I spent over 10 years on IR and learned Kay’s true strength and commitment to our marriage, children and as a veteran herself, to the CAF letting me selfishly pursue my dreams.  I offer my sincere thanks for an outstanding career and wish the RCEME Corps, CFLTC, ATOs and ATs future success.  Keep your guns up & powder dry!  Fair winds & soft landings!”  
Kay will keep teaching and they will still run their B&B in Mount Forest Garrett is studying Urban Planning at Waterloo and Rebekah finishes high school in Jun.  
George starts at CFAD Angus as Systems Mgmt Offr 21 May and will 
Complete a Masters in Disaster & Emergency Mgmt.  His last day in 
uniform will be 17 May 19.  
A DWD will be held at CFB Borden Circle Pine Golf and 

Country Club, 31 Louisbourg Rd, Borden, ON. L0M 1C0, 

16 May 19, 1130-1430 hrs.  Stories true or embellished but 
ideally accompanied by Operation HONOUR appropriate photos 
can be sent to Capt J.A.N. Lek at justin.lek@forces.gc.ca.  You are 
asked to cfm attendance to Capt J.A.N. Lek for the luncheon 
NLT 25 Apr 19, including any dietary considerations.  A 
donation of $18.00 to defray the meal cost is requested from 
attendees via e-transfer to Garrard.DWD@yahoo.com.
